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SUB J : CIVIL SERVANTS STRIKE 

1 . ACCRA PRESS MARCH 6 CARRIED TWO RELEASES CONCERNING 
DEMANDS OF CIVIL SERVANTS FOR HOUSING ALLOWANCES AND OTHER 
FRINGE BENEFITS. PROMINENT STORY IN GHANAIAN TIMES 
ASSURED WORKERS THAT THE GOG "HAS ACCEPTED IN PRINCIPLE" 
PAYMENT OF HOUSING ALLOWANCES TO THOSE NOT IN GOVERNMENT 
HOUSING AND WARNED THAT ANY STRIKING WORKERS WOULD FACE 
UNSPECIFIED RISKS. OTHER REPORT COVERED MEETING OF TUC 
SECRETARY GENERAL ISSIFU WITH GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES UNION 
REPRESENTATIVES. .HE ASSURED THEM THAT THE TUC SEES 

THEIR DEMANDS AS LEGITIMATE BUT URGED THEM NOT TO STRIKE, 

AS THE GOVERNMENT IS SEEKING A SOLUTION. 

2. ON TUESDAY MARCH 7. FIRST WORK DAY FOLLOWING 

MARCH 6 INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY, WE RECEIVED REPORTS OF 
STRIKES AND SLOW-DOWNS BY SOME CIVIL SERVANTS AT THE 
PETROLEUM REFINERY, AIRPORT CUSTOMS AND POST OFFICE. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE REFINERY WORKERS ARE BACK 
ON THE IOB.BUT SCATTERED WALK-OUTS AND SLOW-DOWNS ARE 
EXPECTED TO CONTINUE. A PROMINENT LABOR LEADER TOLD 
LABOR REPORTING OFFICER MARCH 10 THAT WORKERS WILL 
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NOT BE SATISFIED UNTIL THE GOVERNMENT GIVES SOME MORE 
CONCRETE EVIDENCE THAT IT WILL IN FACT MEET WORKERS DEMANDS. 

3. BACKGROUND AND COMMENT: THE WORKERS DISSATISFACTION 
HAS APPARENTLY BEEN BREWING FOR SOME TIME, SINCE SENIOR 
CIVIL SERVANTS HAVE GOVERNMENT HOUSING OR AN ALLOWANCE. 
ALLOWANCES, UNLIKE HIGHER SALARIES, ARE NOT SUBIECT TO 
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INCOME TAX. TIMING OF STRIKE COULD NOT BE BETTER FROM 
WORKERS’S STANDPOINT. WITH REGIME-SPONSORED REFERENDUM 
ON UNION GOVERNMENT SET FOR MARCH 30, GOVERNMENT WOULD 
FIND IT NAR IMPOSSIBLE TO REFUSE WORKERS' DEMANDS. 

ACCORDING TO PRESS, THE NEW ALLOWANCES WILL COST DLS 170 
MILLION ANNUALLY. UNLESS SOMETHING IS DONE TO INCREASE 
TAX RECEIPTS, THIS PROMISES TO WORSEN THE ALREADY LARGE 
BUDGET DEFICIT AND ADD TO GHANA'S TRIPLE-DIGIT INFLATION. 

SMITH 
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